
Upcoming Events  
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Saturday, June 7 
Host: Friday Night Big Book 

South Alano Club 
256 Celia St. SW, Wyoming, MI 

9 a.m. District Committee Members                            
10 a.m. Business Meeting                                 
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June 6, 13, 20, 27   
7 p.m., North Alano Club 

(See attached flyer for details.) 
 

!! &kqj`ano $]u!! &kqj`ano $]u  
Tuesday, June 10 

Akron, Ohio Celebration: June 6-8 
(See the Founder­s Day article.) 
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Thursday, June 19 
6:00 p.m., KCCO/ZOOM 

   (For ZOOM sign-in,  
contact KCCO.) 
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Area 34 Assembly will not meet 
in June. Assembly resumes  

Sunday, July 20. 

AA  FOUNDERS½ DAY - June 10  
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AA Foundersô Day, referred to as simply Foundersô Day within  
Alcoholics Anonymous, is observed by AA chapters across the world 
on June 10, to commemorate AAôs anniversary. 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) is an international mutual aid fellowship 
that promotes abstinence-based alcoholism recovery through its 
twelve-step program. It was co-founded by Bill Wilson, commonly 
known as Bill W., and Bob Smith, also known as Dr. Bob, in 1935. 
 

Bill Wilsonôs alcoholism nearly ruined his life. He failed to pick up his 
law school diploma due to being too drunk, let constant drinking ruin 
his burgeoning Wall Street career and damage his marriage, and was 
hospitalized for alcoholism four times in two years. 
 

In late 1934, shortly before his fourth hospitalization, Wilson met with 
an old drinking companion of his who had quit drinking, thanks to the 
   Oxford Group, a Christian organization that helped its   
    members remain sober. Upon being discharged from the 

hospital, Wilson joined the Oxford Group and began  
recruiting other alcoholics to help them become sober. 
 

During a business trip to Akon, Ohio, Wilson met  
Robert Smith, a surgeon and fellow Oxford Group 
member. By the time he met Wilson, Smith had 
been a member for over two years but had failed 
to stay sober. After talking to Wilson, he decided 
to commit to sobriety and had his last drink 
on June 10, 1935. This date is considered the 

founding anniversary of Alcoholics Anonymous,  
and is observed as AA Foundersô Day. 

 

Both finally sober, Wilson and Smith decided to develop a 
 program that would help even the worst alcoholics denounce  

drinking. Unlike the Oxford Society, they based their approach on the 
 
 

Continued on page 3 

Kent County Central OfficeKent County Central Office  
4920 Plainf ie ld Ave. NE, Ste. 19,  Grand Rapids,  MI 49525  

Off ice Phone (616) 913-9216 Hours:  M-F,  10:00am-2:00pm  
Websi te:  www.grandrapidsaa.org  

 

AA 24 -hour Hotline (616) 913 -9149  

 

NEED TO FIND A MEETING?NEED TO FIND A MEETING? 
Scan the QR Code at left, or go to    
the AA meetings listing at:   

www.grandrapidsaa.org/meetings  

June 2025  



   Meetings EVERYWHERE!Meetings EVERYWHERE!Meetings EVERYWHERE!    
 

Thereõs always a chair for you! 
 

You can access and download  

MEETING GUIDE  app using the  

QR Code  on page 1 of this newsletter.   

To add new local group meeting locations and 

schedules, or to update existing meeting  

information, please contact the Kent County  

Central Office. In addition, new local groups can 

contact the Registrar in their appropriate district 

if they would like to officially list their group with 

the General Service Office in New York,  

and to be assigned a group number.  

We welcome your suggestions! 
If you have an idea for how KCCO and/or our   

newsletter can further serve your group, or if you 

would like to request specific information be  

published in our newsletter, please contact our office, 

or email Newsletter Editor, Toni M. at:  

newsletter@grandrapidsaa.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Can you help support these groups?  
 

Second Chance Alano Club  
Open Meetings, Monday through Friday at 12:00 noon 
(Mon.: 12/12; Tues.: Women; Wed.: Living Sober; Thurs.: 

Grapevine; Fri.: Open Discussion) 
1000 Muskegon NW, Grand Rapids 

 

Comstock Park Group  
Open Meeting, Fridays at 7:30pm 

Closed Meetings, Mondays & Thursdays (12/12 Study) at 7:30pm 
Grace Fellowship Church, 735 Buth Dr. NE, Comstock Park 

 

Downtown Promises Group  
Open Meetings, Monday through Thursday at 12:05pm 
(Thursdays: Book Study format, Big Book/12 & 12) 
Fountain Street Church, 24 Fountain St., NE, Grand Rapids 

 

Easy Does It Group  
Open Meeting, Wednesdays at 8:00 p.m. 

Home Acres Reformed Church, 21 Murray St., SE, Kentwood 
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G.S.R.  
General Service  
Representative  

 

For the new general service         

representative, this pamphlet      

outlines responsibilities and     

useful sources of information;    

for the group, what to keep in 

mind when electing a G.S.R.  

General Service Conference  

Approved  

 

View the KCCO literature and 

pamphlet stock/price lists at:  

grandrapidsaa.org/literature.  

Focus On Literature 

Whatôs Your Whatôs Your 
Story? Story?   

 

We all have a story.  

Will you share yours?   
 

Stories can be submitted to our 
Newsletter Editor at:   

newsletter@grandrapidsaa.org .     

June  

Feature
 

KENT COUNTY CENTRAL OFFICE  
THANK YOU to Our Trusted Servants  

 

Mike W. (#1!) - Office Manager 
 

 Doug P. - Assistant Office Manager 
 

 Sandee C. - Committee Chairperson 
 

Damian L. - Committee Vice-Chairperson 
 

Sharron S. - Committee Secretary 
 

Shelly W. - Committee Trustee 1/Treasurer 
 

Mike W. (#2!)  - Committee Trustee 2 
 

David P. - Committee Trustee 3 
 

Damian L. -  Literature 
 

Megan - Social Media 
 

Jeff O. - Webmaster   
 

Toni M. - Newsletter Editor/KCCC Liaison for D7 
 

Dwayne N. - Alternate KCCC Liaison for D7 
 

Aimee K. - YPAA Liaison 
 
 

CATCH US AT OUR NEXT BUSINESS MEETING!  

Thursday, June 19, 6:00pm, KCCO/Zoom  

(Contact our office for Zoom sign -in codes.)  

Come and inquire about how you can be of  

service to others, and at the same time enhance 

your own sobriety through volunteering for  

service work with the  

Kent County Central Office.  
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616-913-9149  
Weõre here to help. 

 

Is A.A for you? Only you can decide. If you are unsure, we are happy to 

share with you how we stopped drinking, ourselves.                             

Just call our Hotline . Ǆ 
Help us continue to carry the message to those suffering from the disease of alcoholism.   
 Do you know that you can help service our after-hours Hotline REMOTELY?  

If you can help, please do not hesitate to call our office. 
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24/7 SUPPORT HOTLINE24/7 SUPPORT HOTLINE   

12  x  12  x  1212  x  12  x  12   
StepStepStep    SIXSIXSIX    

Ȱ7ÅÒÅ ÅÎÔÉÒÅÌÙ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ 'ÏÄ ÒÅÍÏÖÅ  
ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÄÅÆÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȢȱ 

 

TraditionTraditionTradition    SIXSIXSIX    

Ȱ!Î !Ȣ!Ȣ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÕÇÈÔ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÅÎÄÏÒÓÅȟ ПÉÎÁÎÃÅȟ  
ÏÒ ÌÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ !Ȣ!Ȣ ÎÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÁÎÙ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÙ ÏÒ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ  
ÅÎÔÅÒÐÒÉÓÅȟ ÌÅÓÔ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÏÎÅÙȟ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙȟ  
ÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÓÔÉÇÅ ÄÉÖÅÒÔ ÕÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÕÒ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÙ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅȢȱ 

 

CONCEPTCONCEPTCONCEPT    SIXSIXSIX    

       Ȱ4ÈÅ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÅÆ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ  
ÁÎÄ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÉÎ ÍÏÓÔ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÍÁÔÔÅÒÓ 
ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÓÔÅÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ  
#ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÁÃÔÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ "ÏÁÒÄȢȱ    

Continued from page 1 . . .  
 

idea that alcoholism is a state of insanity rather than 
a sin. Wilson and Smithôs recovery program had sober 
alcoholics provide drinking alcoholics with spiritual  
guidance by showing them that life without alcohol was 
possible and rather enjoyable. 
 

Wilson and Smith originally established Oxford Group 
chapters in New York and Akron, respectively.  
However, they eventually split from the Oxford Group. 
In 1939, Wilson published a book entitled Alcoholics 
Anonymous: The Story of How More Than One Hundred 
Men Have Recovered from Alcoholism. Referred 
to as The Big Book by AA members, it gave the name 
to the program. 
 

Having finished writing the book, Wilson briefly  
summarized his methods in six basic steps and then 
broke them down into smaller sections. This is how 
the twelve-step program was born.  
 

Continued in the column at right . . .  

Today, similar programs based on Wilsonôs original 
twelve steps are used to help people recover from  
substance and behavioral addictions, and to achieve 
spiritual  
awakening. 
 

As weôve  
already  
mentioned 
above, the day 
Smith achieved 
sobriety is 
considered 
the founding 

anniversary 
of AA. The  
celebration 
of Foundersô 
Day is 
considered 
an important 
part of the  
legacy left 
by Bill Wilson and Bob Smith. The biggest Foundersô 
Day celebration takes place in Akron, Ohio, where AA 
was founded. It is attended by about 10,000 AA  
members from all over the world each year. This year it 
is scheduled for the weekend of June 6-8.  For details, 
visit the Foundersô Day website at ww.foundersday.org, 
and/or see the flyer attached to this newsletter. 
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On the 3 Legacies  
 

òBy the first,  

[Recovery] we recover 
from alcoholism;  

by the second [Unity] 
we stay together in  

unity; and by the 

third [Service] our  
society functions and 

serves its primary 
purpose of carrying 

the message to all 

who need it  
and want it.ó 

 

~ Bill W.  

What Trusted Servants (Officers) Do We Need?  
 

It takes member participation to ensure 

that group service work is done. Most of us 

agree that òA.A. ought never be organized.ó 

(Tradition 9) However, without endanger-

ing our commitment to preserve our  

spiritual and democratic Fellowship, we 

can òcreate service boards or committees 

directly responsible to those they serveó 

(Tradition 9). In A.A. groups, these trusted 

servants are sometimes called òofficersó 

and usually are chosen by the group for 

limited terms of service. As Tradition 2 

reminds us, òOur leaders are but trusted servants;  

they do not govern.ó  
 

Each group determines the minimum length of sobriety for 

A.A. members to be eligible for any position (or office). The 

general guideline might be stable sobriety of six months to a 

year, or longer.  
 

These service positions may have titles. But titles in A.A.  

do not bring authority or honor; they describe services and  

responsibilities. And it has generally been found that giving 

members service positions solely to help them stay sober does 

not work; instead, the groupõs welfare is of primary concern in 

choosing officers. At election time, a review of Traditions 1 

and 2 can be helpful.  
 

Individual groups have many ways of making sure that the 

necessary services are performed with a minimum of  

organization. The chart to the right shows possibilities for 

service at the group level.  
 

https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/literature/assets/  
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